
By Michael Graczyk
The Associated Press

BEAUMONT, Texas — Hurricane Rita
pummeled east Texas and the Louisiana
coast Saturday, triggering floods and de-
molishing buildings, yet the dominant re-
action was relief that the once-
dreaded storm proved far less
fierce and deadly than Katrina. Au-
thorities pleaded with the rough-
ly 3 million evacuees not to hur-
ry home too soon, fearing more
chaos.

“Be patient, stay put,” said Texas Gov.
Rick Perry. “If you are in a safe place with
food, water, bedding, you are better re-
maining there for the time being.”

In any other hurricane season, Rita
might have seemed devastating. It

knocked out power for more than 1 mil-
lion customers, sparked fires across the
hurricane zone and swamped Louisiana
shoreline towns with a 15-foot storm
surge that required daring boat and hel-
icopter rescues of hundreds of people.

But the new storm came in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina, with its 1,000-plus
death toll, cataclysmic flooding of New Or-
leans and staggering destruction in Mis-
sissippi. By contrast, Rita spared Houston,
New Orleans and other major cities a di-
rect hit. “The damage is not as serious as
we had expected it to be,” said R. David
Paulison, acting director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. “The
evacuations worked.”

One person was killed in Mississippi by

By Ramola Talwar Badam
The Associated Press

BOMBAY, India — Bradley
Thayer, a retired apple farmer
from Okanogan, Wash., traveled
7,500 miles to get his torn knee
ligament fixed, and says he paid
a third of what it would have cost
him in a U.S. hospital.

And that included airfare to
Bombay.

Thayer, 60, had no health in-
surance when he fell and injured
himself while summering in
British Columbia. He says his
U.S. doctors told him he would
have to wait six months for sur-
gery and pay bills totaling
$35,000. So he joined a rising tide
of American and European pa-
tients heading to India, Thailand
and Singapore for top-class or-
thopedic surgery, plastic surgery,
infertility treatment and cardiol-
ogy that are much less expensive
than in the West.

It’s the latest in outsourcing —
Asian doctors study in the Unit-
ed States or Britain, acquire their

skills and reputations in hospitals
there, then take them back to
their home countries and wait for
the business to come to them.

“Flying halfway around the
world is cheaper,” said Thayer,
beaming from his Bombay hos-
pital bed. “I came straight to In-
dia. It’s a long way to come with-
out tests, but I feel great.”

He had never been to India,
and he first had to overcome the
stereotypes at home.

“My friends and relatives said
I was crazy,” he said. “They said,
‘They’ll cremate you along the
Ganges.’ ”

But he already felt familiar
with Asian doctors. “In Canada

and America, when you read
the names of doctors in hospitals,
every third or fourth doctor is In-
dian,” he said.

Hospitals in Bombay, Delhi
and Bangalore have been taking
these so-called “medical tourists”
since the mid-1970s, initially from
the Middle East and South Asia,
later from Africa, and now from
the West.

So far, news has spread large-
ly by word of mouth, or on Web
sites set up by patients to extol
their Indian experiences and be-
come vocal proponents. Now the
Indian government is getting be-
hind it, offering one-year medical
visas extendable for an addi-
tional year, and organizing exhi-
bitions abroad to advertise Indi-

By Rosalie Earle
earle@wvgazette.com

WHITE SULPHUR
SPRINGS — One morning in
June, residents here woke up
to a bright pink building on
Main Street.

That was one of the more
noticeable changes in this blue-
collar town of 2,300.

There are probably 10 new
businesses in White Sulphur
Springs, but as Larry Klein
acknowledges, “It takes a lot to
make an impact” with a main
street that’s at least a mile
long.

Still, residents and business
leaders are excited by the mo-
mentum that has been grow-
ing with the expansion of The
Greenbrier Sporting Club and
its upscale homes.

And its recent inclusion in

the Main Street West Virginia
program should make town
improvements easier to
achieve.

In the recent past, the con-
trast between the spiffiness of
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HHuurrrriiccaannee  RRiittaa  bbrroouugghhtt  ddoowwnn  tthhiiss  bbuuiillddiinngg’’ss  bbrriicckk  wwaallll  SSaattuurrddaayy  iinn  GGaallvveessttoonn,,  TTeexxaass..

Rita a relief
after Katrina

Upscale housing aiding
growth in White Sulphur

Americans finding inexpensive,

high-quality health care in India

CHIP ELLIS/Sunday Gazette-Mail

AArrttiisstt  MMoonnnniiee  BBaarree  ssaaiidd  tthhee  ppiinnkk  eexxtteerriioorr  ooff  hheerr  bbuuiilldd--
iinngg  iinn  WWhhiittee  SSuullpphhuurr  SSpprriinnggss  ttuurrnneedd  oouutt  ttoo  bbee  ““aa  mmaarr--
kkeettiinngg  ttooooll  II  ddiiddnn’’tt  eexxppeecctt..””  SShhee  hhaass  hheerr  ssttuuddiioo  iinn  tthhee
bbaacckk  ooff  tthhee  sshhoopp,,  wwhheerree  sshhee  sseellllss  ddeeccoorraattiivvee  ppaaiinntteedd
ffuurrnniittuurree..

Marchers
in D.C.
protest
Iraq war    

By Jennifer C. Kerr
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Crowds opposed to the war
in Iraq surged past the
White House on Saturday,
shouting “Peace now” in
the largest anti-war protest
in the nation’s capital since
the U.S. invasion.

The rally stretched
through the day and into
the night, a marathon of
music, speech-making and
dissent on the National
Mall. Police Chief Charles
H. Ramsey, noting that or-
ganizers had hoped to
draw 100,000 people, said,
“I think they probably hit
that.”

Speakers from the stage
attacked President Bush’s
policies head on, but he
was not at the White
House to hear it. He spent
the day in Colorado and
Texas, monitoring hurri-
cane recovery.

In the crowd: young ac-
tivists, nuns whose anti-

By Morgan Kelly
mkelly@wvgazette.com

They brought up the
rear of the procession,
but a group of West Vir-
ginians marching in Sat-
urday’s protest in Wash-
ington made sure they
added their voices to the
roughly 100,000 protest-
ing the war in Iraq. 

With the smaller states’
contingents near the back
of the march line, the
300 to 400 people from
West Virginia found
themselves far removed
from the speakers and
sound stage. That didn’t
dampen spirits, though.

“Everybody’s happy as

Contingent
from W.Va.
shows unity

EAMON SIGGINS/For the Sunday Gazette-Mail

DDaanniieell  MMoorrrriissoonn  aanndd  BBrriiddggeett  DDaavviiss,,  bbootthh  ooff  CChhaarr--
lleessttoonn,,  mmaarrcchh  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  WWeesstt  VViirrggiinniiaannss  iinn  WWaasshh--
iinnggttoonn,,  DD..CC..,,  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy  dduurriinngg  aa  pprrootteesstt  aaggaaiinnsstt
UU..SS..  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  iinn  IIrraaqq..

“Flying halfway
around the world is
cheaper.” 

Bradley Thayer,
knee surgery patient

from Washington state

SSuueett  SSoommssyy  ((lleefftt))  ooff  NNeeww  IIbbeerriiaa,,  LLaa..,,  aanndd
TThhoonnggllaa  TThhoonnggddiixxaayy  ooff  NNeeww  OOrrlleeaannss  rreemmoovvee
bbrraanncchheess  ffrroomm  SSoommssyy’’ss  ttrruucckk  iinn  tthhee  aafftteerrmmaatthh
ooff  HHuurrrriiccaannee  RRiittaa  iinn  SShhrreevveeppoorrtt,,  LLaa..

“The damage is not as serious
as we had expected it to be. The
evacuations worked.”

R. David Paulison, acting director,
Federal Emergency Management Agency
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