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TThhee  WWeesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa  PPaattrriioottss  ffoorr  PPeeaaccee  ffooccuusseedd  oonn  ““EEnnddiinngg  tthhee  WWaarr,,  BBeeggiinnnniinngg  tthhee
HHeeaalliinngg””  dduurriinngg  aa  SSaattuurrddaayy  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  iinn  ddoowwnnttoowwnn  CChhaarrlleessttoonn..  TThhee  sseeccoonndd
aannnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  tthhee  IIrraaqq  wwaarr  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaarrkkeedd  bbyy  ssiimmiillaarr  eevveennttss  wwoorrllddwwiiddee..  HHeerree,,
BBoobb  KKiinnccaaiidd  ooff  AAnnsstteedd  lliisstteennss  ttoo  aa  ssppeeaakkeerr  wwiitthh  hhiiss  99--yyeeaarr--oolldd  ssoonn,,  BBoobb  JJrr..

By Rusty Marks
rustymarks@wvgazette.com

Walter J. Freeman was a driven man.
Grandson of a prominent Philadelphia sur-

geon who was onetime president of the
American Medical Association, Freeman had
watched his own father sink into obscurity
as a local medical examiner and doctor
whose specialty was probing the sinuses. It
was work the elder Freeman neither em-
braced nor particularly enjoyed.

Things would be different for the young
Walter Freeman, the boy vowed. One day
Walter J. Freeman would be famous. One day
he would change the world.

“He was a complicated guy,” said Jack El-
Hai, author of the recently released biogra-
phy “The Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical
Genius and his Tragic Quest to Rid the World
of Mental Illness.” The book tells the story
of Freeman’s rise in the 1930s and ’40s as
the father of American lobotomy, and his sub-
sequent downfall and discrediting.

On the one hand, El-Hai says, Freeman was
sincerely driven to find a surgical cure for
mental illnesses that kept thousands of peo-
ple confined for their entire lives in hospitals
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Kanawha woman struggled for normalcy after lobotomy

WWaalltteerr  JJ..  FFrreeeemmaann,,  aa  nneeuu--
rroollooggiisstt  aanndd  ppssyycchhiiaattrriisstt,,  iiss
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  ooff  tthhee
lloobboottoommyy  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa..  IInn  tthhee
11994400ss  aanndd  ’’5500ss,,  FFrreeeemmaann
ccoonndduucctteedd  oorr  ssuuppeerrvviisseedd
mmoorree  tthhaann  770000  lloobboottoommiieess  iinn
WWeesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss  ssttaattee--rruunn
mmeennttaall  hhoossppiittaallss..

By Rusty Marks
rustymarks@wvgazette.com

Anna Ruth Noell could have been any-
thing.

An intelligent young woman who grew
up in Marmet, Anna Ruth had a natural
gift for numbers. She might have become
a scientist or mathematician. But all she
wanted to be was a good wife and moth-
er.

Because of Dr. Walter Freeman, she
couldn’t even be that. In early 1950, Free-
man performed a transorbital lobotomy on
Anna Ruth Noell in an effort to cure her
recurring headaches. The procedure left her
screaming in pain for months, and would
eventually cost her her husband, her chil-
dren and her future.

“Anna Ruth needed to be taken care of,
because Freeman took everything she had,”
said Carol Noell Duncanson, Anna Ruth’s
only surviving daughter. “She just walked
up and down MacCorkle Avenue, pretty
much. That’s how she spent the rest of her
life.”

Anna Ruth was born Nov. 25, 1924, in
Point Pleasant, the youngest of three chil-
dren born to French and Lillian Gates
Channels. As a child, she was hit by a car
while getting off the school bus. The door
handle of a passing Studebaker hit her in
the head, piercing her skull.

Photos courtesy Carol Noell Duncanson, 
LineageQuest.org

AAnnnnaa  RRuutthh  NNooeellll  wwaass  aa  nnoorrmmaall  yyoouunngg
wwoommaann  ffrroomm  MMaarrmmeett  uunnttiill  aa  bboottcchheedd
lloobboottoommyy  rroobbbbeedd  hheerr  ooff  hheerr  hhuuss--
bbaanndd,,  hheerr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  hheerr  ffuuttuurree..

Medical
schools
to boost
classes

By John Heys
johnheys@wvgazette.com

If several recent studies are on
the mark, West Virginia’s three
medical schools will need to ad-
mit more students like Amy Tick-
le.

A Hinton native, the West Vir-
ginia University medical student
is finishing her fourth year at the
school’s Charleston campus. She
plans to specialize in family med-
icine and practice in the state
where she was born and raised.

“I love West Virginia,” said
Tickle, 26. “The great majority of
my family is in the southern
part of the state. I just felt like I

wanted to
stay closer to
home.”

M e d i c a l
schools na-
tionwide are
being asked
to boost their
enrollment by
15 percent by
2015 in light
of studies
predicting a
nationwide
shortage of
doctors in the
c o m i n g
decades. West
V i r g i n i a ’ s
three medical
schools all
plan to in-
crease their
class sizes or
have already
done so in re-
sponse to the
projections
and other fac-
tors, accord-
ing to schools
officials.

At the
same time,

the state’s teaching hospitals,
where graduates train after med-
ical school, could face a financial
crunch if the federal government
doesn’t increase funding for res-
idency programs.

The call to increase class sizes
bucks the trend experts were pre-
dicting in the 1980s and 1990s,
when schools were told to limit
enrollment to prevent a surplus
of doctors. Some remain skepti-
cal of the shortage projections, in-
cluding the American Medical
Association, which has taken a
neutral stand on the issue and
plans to complete its own study
on the subject in June.

But a growing and aging pop-
ulation, the retirement of older
physicians and younger doctors
working fewer hours convinced
the American Association of
Medical Colleges to recommend
larger class sizes last month. The
association represents 125 med-
ical schools in the United States. 

Dr. John E. Prescott, dean of
WVU’s medical school, said the
predictions of a shortage are re-
alistic. In the past three years, the
school has boosted the size of its
first-year class from 90 students
to 110 students today, according
to the West Virginia Higher Ed-
ucation Policy Commission.
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Teaching hospitals
may struggle with
enrollment hike

Fla. woman
spurs action
by Congress

By Siobhan McDonough
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional leaders hoped a deal
reached Saturday would clear
the way for a brain-damaged
woman to resume being fed
while a federal court reviews the
right-to-die battle between her
parents and her husband.

President Bush changed his
schedule to return to Washington
from his Texas ranch on Sunday
to be on hand to sign the legis-
lation.

“Everyone recognizes that time
is important here,” White House
press secretary Scott McClellan
said in announcing the presi-
dent’s plans Saturday evening in
Texas. “This is about defending
life.”

“I’m pleased to announce that
House and Senate Republican
leadership have reached an

agreement on a legislative solu-
tion,” Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist of Tennessee said Saturday
at the start of a brief Senate ses-
sion.

“We are confident this com-
promise addresses everyone’s

Miners� insurance
about to expire

By Paul J. Nyden
pjnyden@wvgazette.com

Richard Young and Carl Leake
worry about what is going to
happen to them and their wives
at the end of the month. That’s
when their health insurance is
scheduled to expire.

Health problems forced Young
and Leake to retire from coal
mining. Now, both their wives
have faced illnesses, too.

After working at Cannelton
Coal in Smithers, and in other
nearby union mines, Young and

Leake believed they had health
insurance for life.

Then on Aug. 31, a Lexington,
Ky., bankruptcy court dashed
those expectations. Judge William
Howard approved the bankrupt-
cy filing of Horizon Natural Re-
sources, the company then op-
erating the Cannelton mines.

Howard canceled all of Hori-
zon’s obligations under the Unit-
ed Mine Workers contract. That
meant Horizon could sell its
mines free of any obligation to

Please See SCHOOLS, Page 6A

West 
Virginia’s
three med-
ical schools
all plan to
increase
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sizes or have
already
done so in
response to
the projec-
tions and
other fac-
tors, accord-
ing to
schools 
officials.
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to Washington
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HHoouussee  MMaajjoorriittyy  LLeeaaddeerr  TToomm
DDeeLLaayy,,  RR--TTeexxaass,,  ssppeeaakkss  ttoo
rreeppoorrtteerrss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  bbrraaiinn--
ddaammaaggeedd  FFlloorriiddaa  wwoommaann
TTeerrrrii  SScchhiiaavvoo  oonn  CCaappiittooll  HHiillll
SSaattuurrddaayy  iinn  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn..

Please See CONGRESS, Page 11A


